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Hispanics, Whites, and Blacks. Analysis of crime xates^fo* the city^ 

as a whole-Nindicates that Hispanic crime patterns are different from - 

those of ^Ikks and Whites. Hispanics have lower thaYi expected crime 

rates, given tfieir socioeconomic level. Hispanic youth appear to have 

patteln of Offenses closer to that of Whites than^of Bl^cks,^while y 

Siipanic adults have a - crime pattern.closer to that of Blacks than of 

vnii^es. At the same time, Hispanic juvenile crime is more similar. to 

that of Blacks than Whites with respect to maturing out o£ _ _ 

delinquency: both minority groups have a higher "^"lo of juvenile to 

adult crimes than Whites. Examination of crime rates in the Bronx 

shows that the South' Bronx, an area of high Puerto^Rican 

concentrati6n and one of the poorest areas in New York City, has 

higher than average juvenile crime rates. (CMC) 
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CRIME RATEi AMONG HISi>ANICS; BLACKS, AND WHITES 
^ IN NEW YORK CITY 

By Orlando Rodrhjuez, Research Associate, Hispanic Research Center 

William Burger, Research Assistant, Hispanic Research Center 
0 VZ h'i% Laurie BariksT, Research Assistant, filspanic Research Center 



Considering the growing numerical 
impc^rtance of H^^panics in the United 
States, the Hispatirc experience of 
criminal justice is a neglected topic. 
Hispahics are found in large numbers 
among both offenders and victims who 
come Intb contiict with the criminal 
justice system. A 1974 survey of the 190- 
State correctional f£icilities in the United 
States reveai§id th at 47 percent of the in* 
mate population y^ias comprised. of blacks 
and 7 percent ;off Hispanlcs. Among in- 
mates, blacks were overrepresented by a 
fact oji of fo ur and had a greater probabili- 
ty of bein^incarcerated than whItes.Ct) In 
adjjition,va recent Hispanic Research 
Center (HkC) study showed that Hispanic 
prison commitTtients In, New York State 
are increasing relative to those of blacks. 
Using data on inirhates in New York State 
correctional facilities, Sissons showed 
• that the percffHtage of Puerto Rican com- 
mitments to New York prisons steadily in- 
creased during the decade of the seven* 
ties. From 1971 to 1977, new commit- 
ments rose by S^i percent for male whites, 
by 77 percent for male blacks, and by 145 
percent for male Puerto Rlcans.(2) Thus, 
the official data available seem to in- 
dicate a greatdrx>verrepresentation of im- 
prisoned blacks^ than of Hispanlcs, and 



may also indicate a* pattern of increasing 
commitmente* among Hispanic groups. 
Overall, the Hispanic share of arrest and 
prison^commitments places them cloder 
to blacks than to whites. 

While these figures suggest substan- 
tial Involvement of Hispanlcs in crime, 
corroborative information from 'Other of- 
ficial or survey data has not been 
available. This lack of information on 
Hispanic crime stands in sharp contrast 
to the massive t>ody of data which has ac- 
cumulated over the past two decades* 
comparing black and white arrest rate8(3); 
and self-reported offen8e8(4). In our 
review of this data, we found only two 
references to Hispanic crime r^tes. A % 
New York Times article reported that in 
New York City — where the 1970 popula- 
tion wa8^20 percent black, 20 percent 
Hispanic, and 60 percent white — 63 per- 
cent of persons arrested for violent 
crimes in 1971 were black, 15 percent 
were Hispanic, and 22 percent were 
%hite.(5) The data indicated that 
Hispanlcs were arrested for robberies, 
felonious assaults, and rape more or 
in proportion to their percentages inihe 
population, but were arrested for 
homicide in over-proportion to their 
numbers in the population. The study is^ 
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limited by Its exclusion of other offense 
types and by lhe sKetchlness of the 
published data. In CriminBl Violence^ 
^Sc/m/na/ Justice, Ch#rles Sllbermah 
reporfs* differences between black, white 
and Mexican American -arrests in" San 
Plego in the 1970's. based on data sup- 
• ' plied by that city's Police Department. 
The data shewed that blacks were ar- 
rested. between three and seven innes 
more often than Mexican Americans, 
depending on the type of offen^e.^) The 
dlspiarity between the twd' groups was 
especially high in violent t)|^nses; and 
lower With I'espect to burglary and theft. 

This paper addresses ttie lack of iri- 
formation ^bout Hispanic orime, by ex- 
amining differences in crime rates among 
Hispanics, blacks and whites in New York 
City. New Yprk City Is an appropriate^ 
focus for an examination of HispSnic' 
crime patterns. The city has traditionally 
been an entry point for Immigrants from 
all over the world. This pattern still holds 
true for'Hispanics today. New YorkCity 
♦ has not only one of the highest concehtra- 
tions of Hispanics m the United States, 
but also one of the most diversifle|3.(7) 
One borpugh, Queeris, has large -coricen- 
trations of Hispanics from South America 
. the Caribbean, especially Colombia 

thQ Dominican Republic. The Bronx 
- has the' largest concentration of 
'^^^VHispanlcs in the city (one-third), and also 
\\\e largest proportion of Puerto Ricans. 
'• Two other* boroughs. Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, also have large numbers of 
Hispanic residents, - mostly from the 
Dominican Republic and Puerto. Rico. 
^ Although New York is just one of the 
many . North Anrierican cities with large 
numbers of Hispanic residents, informa- 
tion regarding crime rates in this city is 
important because of the diversity and 
size of New York City's Hispanic com- 
munity. 

We report two analyses of New York- 
City crime data, based on crime statistics 
supplied by the New York City Police 
Departrrfent and an New York City popula- 
tion data from the -1980 Census.(8) The 
first analysis examines adolescent and 
adult crime rates among Hispanics, 
blacks and whites In each of four New 
York City boroughs (Staten Island Is ex- 
cluded because" of Its small Hispanic 
population). This analysis provides a 
broad picture of differences In crime pat- 
terns among three major ethnic groups In 
Ne*/ York City. The second analysis 
focuses oh delinquency rates In the 
Bronx, comparing rata? anriohg police 
precincts differing in ethnic composition 
and socioeconomic status. This analysis 
reflects the HRC's Interest in the prob- 
lems of Hispanics In the SoOth Bronx — 
New York*s area of greatest Puerto RIcan 
concentration and the poorest Congres- 
sional District in the United States. Our 
analysis off delinquency rates lii Bronx 
precincts thus provides background- to a 
HRC research Initiative on factors 
associated with delinquency and its 
avoidance among Puerto Rican adoles- 



cents In situations of^ high delinquency 
risk (see articles by Edelman, and Ander- 
son and Rodriguez in this issue). We close 
vthe paper with a discussion of conceptual 
4nd research considerations suggested 
% our findings'. 

When examinifng group differences 
<n arrest rates, it is vital to keep in mind 
,'th'at official arrest statistics represent a 
complex chain of interactions Involving 
perceptions by .victims, perpetrators, 
police, and the community in general. For 
various reasons, victims and witnesses 
may be reluctant to report crimes. Police 
may exercise discretion In recording a 
crime or arresting a person. Thus, in ex- 
amining the data' presented here the 
reader should be aware that ^rtiknown 
biases may operate In' the way offenses 
are assigned to Individuals of different 
ethnic, age^^ender, or other groups. The 
question of how accurately official crime 
statistics represctfit underlying criminal 
behavior has been the subject of intense 
debate in criminology.(9) However, our fin- 
dings agree with previous research (10) 
which concludes that reporting and en- 
forcement-biases do not substantially 
alter interethnlc crime differences showri 
by official arre3j( statistics. 



Crime Patterns in New York City 



latlon vk^as black. 20 percent Hlipanlc. 
and 60 percent white — 63 peUfent of 
those arrested for vfolent criVneS;in 1971 ^ 
were black, 15 percent Hispanic;-and 22/ 
percent white. In 1980, when (he New York 
City population was 26 percent blacki 22 
percegft Hispanic, and 52 percent white 
59 percent of. those arrested for violent 
crimes were black, 23 percent were 
Hispanic, and 18 percent were white. 
Blacl^s had th^ highest percentage of ar- 
rests in both 1971 and 1980. For 
Hispanics there was an Increase In both 
population and percentage of arrests and 
for, whites a decrease in both population 
and percentage of arrests. In New York.Ci- 
ty in 1980, for every 1000 Hispanic In- 
dividuals over the age of 18, 18 vyere ar- 
rested and charged with a Part 1 offense. 
(As defined by the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Part 1 ottenses are murder, 
rape, assault, robbery, burglary, theft, 
auto theft, and arson). The corresponding 
rates amoqg whites and blacks were 4 
and 29 per 1000, respectively, (t can be 
noted that Hispanicsj; are.approitimately , 
half as likely as blackVto Jae arresteid for • 
serious offense and fogr times more likely / 
to be arrested than whltea^hus Hispanic^ 
adult crime rsites are closeT^n magnitude 
to black than white rates. .fxpressed af ' 
rates per lOOO.population cmf the age of 
18. the rates are as followai^f 



Hispanics are one of the lowest in- 
come groups In New York' City, and are 
close to or exceed blacks in other in- 
dicators of deprWation and social distress. 
While mdre recent Income data are not yet 
available. Iri the mid'1970's 64 percent of 
the Hispanic population in Nevy York City 
was estimated to be at or below the poverty 
level, while 56 percent of blacks ,gind 27 per- 
cent of w'hiies w^ere below the poverty. 
level.(11) Hispanics we^e also more likely to 
be on public assistance, vyth 74 percent of 
fhe eligible Hispanics irf New York City 
receiving such assistance in l975..The cor- 
responding percentages for blacks and 
whites were 65 and 35 percent, respectively. 
Recent data on single parent hdUseholds 
indicate that the situation of all ettmic 
groups has worsened. In 1970. 35 percent of 
Hispanic families, 41 percent of black 
fiamilies and 13 percent of white families ' 
were headed by a single ferhale (12), while 
In 1980, 38 percent of Hispanic families, 44 
percent of black farpilies and 16 percgntjit. 
white families were headed by a sir?§16 
female(13). It can be readily seen^that 
Hispanics as a group are among tfi^most 
economically and socially disadvantaged in 
New York City. These Interethnlc dif- 
ferences In economic status are csurprlsing 
wheri we examine ethnic crime patterns In 
New York City, whicl? show that Hispanics 
are arrested roughly In proportion to their 
numbers In the population while blacks are' 
arrested In over-proportion and whites In 
under-proportion to their numbers ir\ the 
population. We first examine adultji|rime 
rates and then dellnquenoS|tes. . , 

We noted above that iFNew York Ci- 
ty In 1970 — when 20 percent of the popu- 
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Four boroughs 
Manhattan • 
Brooklyn . ■ 
Queehs . 

Bronx ■ - , 

The distribution by types of offense, 
among these groups -indicates a similar 
pattern. For ^ example, the city-wide 
Hispanic rate tor violent offenses was 7 . 
per ICjOO, while the black rate was per 
1000, and the white rate jwas^ per 1000.; 
The Hispanic rate for property offenses , 
was 11 per 1000, while the^black and- 
white rates were 17 and 2 per -lOOO, 
^respectlvely.Jt is Interesting to note that. ; 
while whites have the lowest rates and 
blacks have the highest, ejach group has. 
similar proportions of arrests for vioientr 
offenses — approximately two-fifths of 
all arrests. The pattern is similar In all 
boroughs, with Queens having the lowest 
rates for all ethnic groups, and Manhattan 
the highest rates for all gi'oups except 
KlaparNcs. The high a>r©$t rates\ in 
Manhattan may indicate arrdlsts of people 
residing In other boroughs.' Arraignment 
data supplied by New York ClVs Crirhlnal 
Justice Agency (which Interviews 
Criminal Court defendlhts^d determine 
qualification for release on recognizance) 
shoy/ lhat 34 percent of defendants ar- 
raigned In Manhattan Criminal Court 
reside In other boroughs or outside New 
York City. Queens has an even higher pro- 
portion, of out:of-borough defendants, 
while the other boroughs hava fewer than 
20 percent out-of-borough defendant8.(14) 
Delinquency rates among the three 
ethnic groups show a slightly different 



pattern than thai found Jn adult crime 
ratea. In New York C^ty, for every 1000 
Hiapanics-under the age of 18, 26 were* ar- 
rested and charged with a Part 1 offense. 
The corresponding rates among white 
and black youth were 17 and 55 per 1000. 
respectively. Hlspar^lc youtl^ are half as 
likely as black youth and one and a half 
times more likely to be arrested than 
white youth. Thus, In contrast to adult 
crime patterns, Hispanic delinquency 
rates are closer In magnitude white 
|hah t'o^lack rates. Expressed as, rates 
per 1000 population ages 10 to 17. the ar- 
rest rates are as follows: ' > 

HIspanics Blacks Whites^ 
. Four boroughs 26.2 54.6 17.3 

Manhattan 267 80.4 13.9 

Brooklyn 27.7 59^ 15.2 

Queens 20.1 42.6. 22.8 

Bronx - 26.9- 41.1 17.8 

The distribution by types of offense 
among these groups indicat-es that 
whites and Hispanics also have a similar 
pattern and one different from that of 
blacks. An examination of differences^ in 
specific offenses showed that Hispanics 
and white youth have fewer violent of- 
fenses than blacks, mainly due to the 
high robbery rates for the latter. His- 
panics are more likely than whites, and 
tess likely than blacks to be arrested fpr 
robbery and theft, but their rates for these 
offenses are sIgnUicantly closer to 
whites' than blacks'. Thus, the data show 
that for specific offenses. Hispa;iic youth 
are more likely than whites, but less likely 
than blacks, to engage in crime. 

In all but Queens, where the white ar- 
rest rate is slightly higher than Hispan- 
ics*. the pattern of crime by ethnicity men- 
tioned above persists. The lower crime 
rate of Hispanics it] Queens may reflect 
theecbnpmic situation of the Hispanics r 
in this borough. the most affluent in New 
York City. Queens has the highest percen- 
tage of non-Puerto Bican and middle- 
clasts Hispanics, and Hispanics whose 
' migration experience has been different 
from that of Puerto Ricans. Hispanics in 
Queens are primarily South American or 
.Dominican, as opposed to those in the 
other ttoroughs. who are mostly Puerto 
Rican. Hispanic arrest rates for property 
crime In Queens in ail categories 
(burglary, theft, auto theft and arson) are 
lower than those of whites. These rates 
are also lower than those of blacks In all 
property crime categbries except auto 
theft, interestingly, white youth In Queens 
have the highest toest rates .of all 
boroughs, while blacks In Queens and the 
Bronx have the lowest rates of all 
boroughs. However, the high rates among 
white youtMn Queens may be dtie to ar- 
rests of residents from suburba(*east of 
Queens. The Criminal Justice Agency 
cited above shows that one-third of 
dueens defendants lived outside New 
York City's boroughs. 

In summary, we find Hispanic crime 
rates to be higher than whites' but lower 
rtan blacks', both overall and with 
aspect to specific* offenses. Ar^-^" 



adults. Hispanic rates are closer in 
magnitude to blacks* than whites'.wd all 
ethnic groups have a similar pattern of 
violent offense's. Among adolescents, 
Hispanic rates are closer in magnitude to 
whites' than blacks', and Hispanics have 
a higher proportion of violent /Offenses^ 
than whites, but ^ lower propprtlon than" 
blacks. These overall differences suggest 
that minority youth, especially Hispanics. 
may be less likely to mature out of delln- 
c^uency than whites. This may be seen by 
comparing t^e ratios of delinquency to 
adult crime rates among each ethhic 
group. Among Hispanics in the four 
boroughs, delinquency -rates are 70 per- 
cent of adult crime rat^s. The corres- 
ponding proportions among blacks and 
whites are 52 percent and 24 percent, 
respectively. Thus, while Hispanic crime 
-rates are lower than blacks' and higher 
than whites', Hispanic youth appear the 
le^st likely to mature out of deHnquency. 

Having examined city-wide crime 
patterns among New York City's ethnfc 
groups, we now turn to a detailed ex- 
amination of delinquency patterns among 
Bronx police precincts differing In ethnici- 
ty and socioeconomic status. 



Delinquency Patterns In the Bronx 

, The Bronx does not live up to the 
stereotype that is presented Xq us by the 



medla. Therp are areas of the B/onx, su9h 
as' the South Bronx, that rank among the^ 
highest In terms of urban decay. However; 
other areas of the Bronx are as stable and 
undecayed as may be found in any urban., 
area. 

The New York City Police Depart- 
ment divides the Bronx into 11 commands 
or precincts- Six of these precincts cover 
the iSouth Bronx,' located In the borough's 
southwestern quadrant. In \ these six 
precincts the poverty rate Is among the 
highest iri the nation, ranging from 34 per- j 
cent of all households irv one precinct to * 
45 percent In the poorest. The area has 
one of the hjghest housing losses In the 
city. For example, during the 1970's one 
precinct lost 54 percent of the available 
housing units to either abandonment or 
;arson.(15)The remaining five precincts of* 
the Bronx cover areas that.are dramatical- 
ly different from the South Bronx. These 
areas have'higher proportions of working 
and middle-Income families. 

Our analysis of 1981 Bronx precinct 
data Indicates that South Bronx residents 
are exposed to greater risks of victimiza- 
tion than other pronx residents. The data 
also suggest that Hispanic youth In the 
South Bronx have greater delinquent In- 
volvement than Hispanic youth Jn other 
Bronx areas. This may be seen from the 
Joilowing precinct breakdowns: 
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Since the data refer to total precinct 
arrests, .they do not clearly Indicate, but 
merely suggest differences In delinquen- 
cy rates among the precincts' ethnic 
groups. It may be seen that all South 
Bronx precincts have crime complaint 
rates higher than the Bronx average of 
151, per 1000. whfl^ only one precinct out- 
side the South Bronx has a higner than 
avenge complalr^ rAp. It shoufd, be add- 
ed that these data uriderestimate actual 
crime levels, since the majority of crimes 
are not reported to the police. 



Juvehlle arrests In-New York are not 
as clearly Indicative of crime as the crime 
complaint rate, las may be seen by the 
fact that the 42nd Precinct has the 
highest complaint .rate In the Bronx, but 
juvenile arrests below the Brdhx average. . 
On the other hand, the 52nd Precinct, with 
half the crime rate of the 42nd, has double 
the former's juvenile arrest rate. We 
speculate that thd ipcal juvenile arrests 
may be Influenced t^y^varylng local pres- 
sures to deal with youth crln^ie pnd by^ 
precinct-level decislocis about which 
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'''^ypM of crtme should receive ttie most at- 
tention. The^ two majority Hispanic 
precincts in the Bronx, the 40th an0i^he 
4l8t; are intvesting tn 'that both have 
higher than BroTiJI-wlde crime complaint 
and luvenlie arrest rates. The 41st, fthe 
precinct with the highest percentage of 
Hlspantcs in the Bronx, has the next to 
highest crime complaint and juvenlie ar- 
rest rates. Fronr the viewpoint of giino/lty 
crime patterns the crime 
relatively affluent precin^ 
South Bronx are just a 
of these precinct^, the . 
^ire'for the most part 
but have crime cornpjj 
rest rates below the 
other hand, the 52nd? 
white, but has crh"^ 
juvenile arrest rdte^ 'abol 
mean. Thus» the data^stigge 
ty delinquency Is concentrat< 
areas where low Income, unei 
and other 'aspects of deprivation- 




adolescents In situations of hi 
quency Xisl-^. 

Conclusions 
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Our research mdlcates th.§J^P?"'P 
crime patterns are different frof|^gj^e of 
other ethnlc^groups. Hispanics'^ hav^ 
lower than expected crime raffes, given 
their socioeconomic Jevel. Hispanic 
adolescents appear to have a pattern of 
offenses'closer to that of whites than of 
blacks, while Hispanic adults' have a 
crime pattern closer to that of blacks than 
of whites. At the same time, Hispanic 
juvenile crime is more similar to that of 
blacks than whites with respect to matur- 
ing oyt of delinquency: both minority 
groups have a higher ratio of juvenile to 
' adult crime rates than whites. Finally, the 
South Bronx, an area of high Puerto Rican 
concentration and one of the poorest 
* areas In New York Cjty has higher^ than 
average juvenile crime rates. 

Our findings raise Important 
research and conceptual t|tjestions. An 
intriguing question Is why HIspanics. with* 
socioeconomic levels similar to those of 
Nblacks, should have lower .crime rates. 
While blacks, Hispanics, and other 
minority groiips have in ctommon [Joverty, 
discrimlnatlOT, and other crjmu^ogenlc 
factors, each group has a dKfeWnt migra- 
te tion history and belongs to a different 
subculture. It thus becomes Interesting to 
see how common poverty and dlscrlmina- 
* tioh and different subcultural experiences . 
combine to form unique crime patterns In' 
each group. 

A grltical question concerns the ex- 
tent to which these dataf represent actual 
offense rates arpong ethnic groups, and^ 
the extent to which they represent dif- 
ferential processing decisions on the part 
of 1^ enforcemeht and court officers. Jt 
mayfbe that Hispanics commit far more 
oiiet^kesi^^pt^e data show, but are 
more iSRIentiy treated than blacks by 
police and\ourt officials. We tend to dis- 
count this explanation, at least with 
respect to robbery rates, which Is one of 



two major differenceis between. Hispanic 4 
and black delinquency rates (the sScond 
being theft). 

Another critical questfoji raised by 
our research concerns the extent^of dif- 
ferences In crime among different 
Hispanic groups. We believe that a com- 
parative'Study of crime rates among the 
various Hispanic groups Is as necess^ 
as comparisons between Hispadics and 
other ethnic groups. Minority gro'ups 
, possess different traditions and occupy 
diffartfent yet disadvantaged niches in the 
socioeconomic structure of the United • 
States. It Is necessary to understand the 
problems specific to; each group, their 
ciauses. and the specific policy af*- 
rangements which could arnellorate^such 
problems. Along 'these llhes, the crime 
and criminal justice experiences of 
minorities In the Unlted\&tates should be 
examined comparatively, so that one 
group's experiences can help us to better 
understand another's. * > 

Tt)ls paper has attempted to add to 
our-kndwled&e of Hispanic c.r I n\e by; ex- 
amining differences In arrest. rates^mong 
Hispanics. blacks, and^.whites' ih\.New. 
York City. With this Informatlcm, we hope 
to encourage cbnslderatlons of the 
significance of Hlspahlc crime Into 
criminal justice, policy discussions^ We 
also hope thatr'the k/nds of comparative 
analysis presented here will encourage 
additional collection and reporting Qf 
criminal justice data,gibout Hispanics and 
other mlnorlti^s^ / . 
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